
“It is in the Negev that the creativity  
and pioneering vigor of Israel shall be tested.” 

— DAVID BEN-GURION

CO H O R T  I V   n  2017-2019



              he AABGU Zin Fellows Leadership Program creates a  

community of leaders under age 50 committed to helping  

further David Ben-Gurion’s vision for Israel’s Negev region. 

Upon completion of the program, each fellow will have gained 

unique insight into the challenges that lie ahead for the Negev  

and the knowledge on how to play a part in surmounting them. 

Fellows can become engaged both in their home communities  

and through ongoing engagement with Ben-Gurion University  

of the Negev (BGU). 



WHY THE NEGEV?

David Ben-Gurion believed that the future of Israel would be determined in the Negev,  

the southern desert region comprising 60 percent of the country. He spearheaded the State’s 

commitment to the region beginning in 1934 and throughout his terms as prime minister. 

Upon retiring from public life, he led once more by serving as a personal example when he 

moved to Kibbutz Sede Boqer, a small agricultural community in the Negev.

The development of the Negev is critical to Israel’s security, economic development, and 

transformation into a first world high-tech society. However, the country’s determination 

to drive Negev development has often been inhibited by pressing security and geo-political 

challenges, resulting in progress coming more slowly than almost anyone would prefer. 

Nonetheless, the nation’s resolve is unwavering and that is nowhere more evident than 

among the people who live and work in the Negev. 

The region’s largest employer and a major catalyst for Negev development is Ben-Gurion 

University of the Negev. The University was founded in 1969 by government mandate as a 

vehicle for the social, economic and scientific transformation of the region from a virtual 

wilderness to a thriving center of Israeli society. And, at the urging of David Ben-Gurion, 

the University came to view the Negev as a laboratory for finding solutions to the challenges 

of drylands and deserts faced by the entire world. More than 45 years later, BGU is a world 

leader in desert research, health sciences, cyber security technology, and much, much more. 

Its 20,000 students are spread across five campuses in Beer-Sheva, Sede Boqer and Eilat, and 

the University remains the engine for the continued development of the entire region.



topics covered include: 

•   David Ben-Gurion’s role in  
putting the Negev on Israel’s 
agenda 

•   The Negev as a mirror for Israeli 
society and the history of the 
State of Israel 

•   The Negev as a crossroads of 
ecology and cultures, religions 
and technology 

•   Desert research including 
ecology, water sciences, food 
production, alternative energy, 
desert architecture, and green 
technologies 

•   The unique encounter between 
human beings and the desert 

•   The transformation of the Negev 
from a peripheral “dumping 
ground” to prime real estate  
that is a socially, economically 
and environmentally sustainable  
element of the nation and  
people of Israel 

•   The Bedouin population –  
nomads in transition 

•   Negev-based regional  
cooperation with Israel’s  
neighbors 

•   The critical roles BGU plays in 

transforming the region 

THE PROGRAM

The two-year Zin Fellows program consists of two in-person 

gatherings in the United States followed by a week-long 

seminar in Israel. The program is intended to provide  

an in-depth course of study that will give participants  

greater insight and knowledge to serve as leaders in their 

communities in areas related to Israel and the Negev region.

The U.S.-based activities include lectures, discussions and 

social opportunities. The Israel seminar incorporates site  

visits throughout the Negev to places of historical and  

contemporary significance; visits to the BGU campuses;  

and significant exploration of the natural beauty of the  

Negev landscape, flora and fauna. Attendance at all three 

gatherings is mandatory. 

Each Zin Fellows cohort consists of 15 to 20 outstanding 

individuals, current and future community leaders, from 

across the United States who are interested in a new and 

unique opportunity to be engaged in the future of Israel 

through their connection to the Negev region. 

curriculum 

The Zin Fellows program provides an immersion into the  

issues involved in the continuing development of the  

Negev – its history, topography, geography, demography, 

sustainability, and its unique place in the unfolding  

development of the State of Israel. Fellows will explore the 

role the Negev has played throughout the millennia and  

its unique position in Israel’s brief modern history, and will 

come to understand the major engines that drive the  

region’s progress today. 



cost 
The program is fully funded by American  

Associates, Ben-Gurion University of  

the Negev through the generosity of several 

sponsors. All domestic and international 

travel, lodging, meals, and program  

expenses are covered. 

The only cost to participants is a $5,000 

contribution to a Zin Fellows class gift at 

the conclusion of the two-year program. 

eligibility
The men and women selected to participate in 

the Zin Fellows program are between 35 to 50 

years old and have demonstrated leadership 

abilities in their personal, professional and/or 

community lives. They are committed to Israel 

and its future and are interested in pursuing a 

meaningful educational experience through  

the program. 

Participation is by nomination only and is  

coordinated through AABGU’s regional offices. 

FACULTY

Dr. Paula Kabalo and Prof. Simon Barak are the core faculty for  

the Zin Fellows program. During the seminar in Israel, fellows 

will be exposed to other BGU faculty, as well as key leaders in the  

development of the Negev.

DR. PAULA KABALO is the director of BGU’s Ben-Gurion 

Research Institute for the Study of Israel and Zionism and the 

Israel Studies International Program. Her research focuses on the 

history of the nonprofit sector in Israel; the history of youth in 

Israel; the history of the Jewish community in pre-1948 Israel; 

and social Israeli history. 

PROF. SIMON BARAK is a member of the French Associates 

Institute for Agriculture and Biotechnology of Drylands at 

BGU’s Jacob Blaustein Institutes for Desert Research. His 

research focuses on understanding the molecular mechanisms 

of plant tolerance to harsh environmental stresses such as those 

found in the Negev including heat, drought, and high soil 

salinity. Prof. Barak’s team has discovered two genes that, when 

disabled, lead to plants’ tolerance to multiple stresses. 



what does zin mean?
The name Zin is derived from the biblical wilderness of Zin (ihm). The name is symbolic and fitting 

for an AABGU leadership program for two reasons. 

First, the wilderness of Zin is a geographic area mentioned in the Torah as a place where the Israelites 

wandered and Moses drew water from a rock. Today the area is generally called the Negev. 

Second, Ben-Gurion believed that the single most significant event in his life was his aliyah – his 

arrival in the Promised Land. His gravesite, overlooking the Zin wilderness, is visited by untold 

thousands each year who bear witness to the majesty of the desert and this unique crossroads of 

Jewish history from which the children of Israel emerged following 40 years of wandering in the 

desert. They were led by a new generation who would go on to build a new Jewish nation. 

what animal is part of the zin fellows logo? 
The ibex is a desert-dwelling wild goat that is indigenous to the Negev. Ibex are hardy creatures 

that can navigate steep cliffs and survive on sparse vegetation. The Hebrew word for ibex is yael, 

which is also the name of a biblical heroine. Rock drawings of ibex can be found throughout the 

Negev, and archaeologists have found ibex pictured on cylinder seals and painted on pottery.

For information about participating in the 
AABGU Zin Fellows Leadership Program, 
contact your regional AABGU office, 
e-mail zinfellows@aabgu.org or visit  
www.aabgu.org/zin

IMPORTANT DATES

Fall 2017    Zin Fellows Cohort Announced  

January 2018   Orientation Conference Call 

March 19 to 21, 2018  First Gathering in Florida  

November 12 to 14, 2018 Second Gathering in New Jersey  

March 23 to 28, 2019   Seminar in Israel 


